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BRUSSELS, OCTOBER 15 - THE WORLD MUST PREPARE A REGULATORY 
MECHANISM IN CASE THE RELEASE OF FLUOROCARBONS IN THE ENVIRONMENT 
PROVES TO BE SERIOUSLY DEPLETING THE OZONE LAYER WHICH SHIELDS 
MANKIND FROM HARMFUL SOLAR RAYS, A LEADING U.S. OFFICIAL HAS 
SAID HERE. 

RUSSELL E. TRAIN. ADMINISTRATOR OF THE U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY, MADE THIS STATEMENT DURING THE FIRST DAY OF A TWO-DAY 
SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE CHALLENGES OF MODERN SOCIETY 
(CCMS) OF THE NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION (NATO). 

THE COMMITTEE, FORMED IN 1969, PROVIDES FOR THE SORT OF NON- 
MILITARY COOPERATION FORESEEN BY ARTICLE II OF THE NORTH 
ATLANTIC TREATY. MOST OF THE ALLIANCE'S FIFTEEN MEMBERS HAVE 
ACTED AS PILOTS OR CO-PILOTS OF VARIOUS CCMS STUDIES AND NON- 
MEMBERS SUCH AS JAPAN, MEXICO AND SWEDEN HAVE TAKEN PART IN CCMS 
MEETINGS. CCMS FINDINGS ARE MADE PUBLIC FOR ANY NATION TO USE. 

MR. TRAIN STRESSED THAT FLUOROCARBONS - WIDELY USED IN REFRIGERANTS 
AND AEROSOL PROPELLANTS - MAY BE GIVING RISE TO THE FIRST TRULY 
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEM, BECAUSE DAMAGE TO THE OZONE 
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LAYER COULD HURT EVERYONE ON THIS PLANET. 

ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO DEFINITE PROOF AT PRESENT THAT FLUOROCARBONS 
ARE CREATING SUCH DAMAGE, HE SAID, THERE IS INCREASING EVIDENCE 
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BASED ON LABORATORY EXPERIMENTS AND PRELIMINARY SCIENTIFIC 
OBSERVATIONS OF THE STRATOSPHER THAT OZONE DEPLETION IS OCCURING. 
(DESTRUCTION OF THE OZONE LAYER PERMITS MORE ULTRA VIOLET RAYS, 

A MAIN SOURCE OF SKIN CANCER, TO REACH THE EARTH.) IF FURTHER 
RESEARCH SUPPORTS THE ACCURACY OF THESE RECENT FINDINGS, THE WORLD 
MUST BE READY TO ACT QUICKLY AND ACTION CANNOT BE LEFT TO ' VOLUNTEERS 

HE ADDED. 

MR. TRAIN REPEATED THESE VIEWS AT A NEWS CONFERENCE CONDUCTED BY 
NIMET OZDAS OF TURKEY, NATO ASSISTANT SECRETARY-GENERAL FOR SCIEN- 
TIFIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS. DR. OZDAS OUTLINED THE ACTIVITIES 
OF CCMS OCTOBER 15: 

- A ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION IN WHICH MR. TRAIN'S DISCUSSION OF 
POTENTIAL OZONE PROBLEMS WAS PART. 

- ACCEPTENCE OF TWO EVALUATION REPORTS OF EARLIER CCMS STUDIES 
OF ROAD SAFETY AND URBAN AIR POLLUTION IN NATO MEMBER COUNTRIES. 

- DECISION TO ACCEPT A CANADIAN PROPOSAL THAT CCMS STUDY NUTRITION 
AND HEALTH IN INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES TO OVERCOME COMMON AILMENTS 

- SUCH AS CARIES AND OBESITY - WHICH SEEM TO ARISE FROM 

FAULTY EATING HABITS RATHER THAN AVAILABILITY OF NOURISHING FOOD. 

DURING THE ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
GERMANY REPORTED THAT 

DESPITE ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES - IT STILL FINDS IT USEFUL AND 
ACCEPTABLE TO CONTINUE TO SPEND AS MUCH AS 1.5 PER CENT OF ITS 
GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT ON ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION PROGRAMS. 

MR. TRAIN SAID THE OZONE QUESTION WHICH HE RAISED WAS 
"OBVIOUSLY ON THE MINDS OF OTHER DELEGATES" - NOTABLY THOSE OF 
THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, CANADA, NORWAY, AND THE UNITED 
KINGDOM - AND THERE WAS GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH THE CONCERN HE 
EXPRESSED. 
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HE SAID THE PROBLEM IS NOW BEING DEALT WITH BY NUMEROUS 
INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES - THE ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD), THE UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM 
(UNEP), THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (WHO) AND THE WORLD 
METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION (WMO) FOR INSTANCE - AND THE RESULT 
IS A FRAGMENTATION OF RESPONSIBILITIES." 

IT IS HIGH TIME, HE SAID, THAT THE WORLD COLLECTIVELY PAYS THE SAME 
ATTENTION TO ATMOSPHERIC PROBLEMS AS IT DOES TO OCEAN PROBLEMS, 

SINCE BOTH ARE EQUALLY THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERYONE. 

HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT CCMS WOULD "CATALYZE" COLLECTIVE ACTION, 
POSSIBLY IN THE FORM OF A BINDING INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION, TO 
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CONTROL THE DAMAGE WHICH FLUOROCARBONS MAY BE DOING TO THE 
STRATOSPHERE. 

HE NOTED THAT THE OECD IS GOING TO EXAMINE CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL 
ASPECTS OF THE QUESTION NEXT MONTH. AFTER THAT, HE TOLD THE 
COMMITTEE AND LATER NEWSMEN, THE UNITED STATES PLANS TO CALL 
A WORKING MEETING, NOT NECESSARILY UNDER CCMS AUSPICES, TO EXAMINE 
POSSIBLE LINES OF ACTION. 

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION MR. TRAIN STATED THAT THE UNITED 
STATES, THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC, JAPAN AND THE SOVIET UNION ARE THE 
MAJOR PRODUCERS OF INDUSTRIAL FLUOROCARBONS. 

MR. TRAIN ALSO STRESSED THE DANGERS WHICH EFFLUENTS FROM INDUSTRIAL 
AND AGRICULTURAL PROCESSES CAN CREATE IN SUPPLIES OF DRINKING 
WATER, ONLY NOW COMING TO LIGHT WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORE 
SOPHISTICATED SAMPLING PROCESSES WHICH CAN DETECT IMPURITIES IN 
INFINITESIMAL QUANTITIES. 

SUCH EXAMINATION OF DRINKING WATER IS TURNING UP "SOME VERY 
UNPLEASANT FACTS" IN THE UNITED STATES, HE SAID, AND SUGGESTED 
THAT EQUALLY CAREFUL MONITORING WOULD REVEAL SIMILAR PROBLEMS 
IN OTHER COUNTRIES. HE OFFERED TO MAKE THE NEWLY-DEVELOPED 
AMERICAN METHODS AVAILABLE TO OTHER NATO MEMBERS. 

TURNER 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 18 AUG 1999 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 14 OCT 1975 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: n/a 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975NATO05595 

Document Source: ADS 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: n/a 

From: NATO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t197510101/abbrzmnj.tel 

Line Count: 136 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: n/a 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: ONLY 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: buchantO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 NOV 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 NOV 2003 by MaustMC>; APPROVED <14 JAN 2004 by buchant0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
Subject: n/a 
TAGS: n/a 

To: USINFO INFO STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



